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HPCC commitments BC minimum legal requirements 

Headwaters of all major watersheds reserved (no logging) No legal requirement for headwaters protection 

Minimum 10 meter reserve* on both sides of small streams 

Average 40 meter reserve / setback on small streams 

No reserves required on small streams (S4, S5, 
S6).  

Average 135 meter reserve / setback on larger streams 20 to 30 meter reserve required on larger 
streams (S2, S3) 

Reserves on ephemeral ponds  Reserves not required 

Professional biologist reviews all planned blocks prior to harvest.  Biologist review 
focusses on riparian features and habitats 

Biologist review not required 

Riparian assessments completed before any operations in a riparian management 
zone.  Assessment includes: soils, fish and wildlife habitat, erosion potential, 
windthrow potential, etc 

No assessment required unless commitment in 
Forest Stewardship Plan 

Stream crossings strictly controlled – minimum width, minimum number, no slash or 
waste soil allowed in stream 

No limit on number and width of stream 
crossings 

Sediment strictly controlled near streams – minimize exposed soils, prompt grass 
seeding, rock armouring on culvert inlets and outlets, rock armouring in ditches near 
streams 

Sediment control measures not prescribed 
unless commitment in Forest Stewardship Plan 

Soil assessments required prior to any harvesting.  Maximum 5% detrimental soil 
disturbance if any sensitive soils – strict limits on compaction, erosion, and soil 
displacement 

Soil assessments not necessarily required 

Access trails must not result in concentration or redirection of water—drainage 
control measures must be implemented to ensure natural drainage patterns are 
maintained at all times 

No specific requirements other than generally 
maintain natural drainage patterns 

 * reserves are permanently protected and will not be logged 


